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China’s Mineral Resources and Sustainable Development
Wang Min
(The Ministry of Land and Resources, P.R.C. 100812 Beijing)
Abstract Chinese government pays high attention to sustainable development and the protection and reasonable utilization of
mineral resources, and takes conservation and protecting resources as the important parts of sustainable development strategy. China
adheres to place emphasis both on broadening source and reducing expenditure, give priority to conservation, to remove the

bottlenecks in mineral resources supply; and sticks to develop the domestic and foreign resources simultaneously, to enhance the
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capability to ensure the supply of mineral resources with a foothold on domestic resources firstly; and insists on a combination of
market regulation and government guidance as well as giving full play to the basic role of market in resource allocation; and persists
in unswervingly following the sustainable mining development road with the principle of ‘the development of the protection, the
protection of the development’. In the past 20 years, China has enhanced the domestic capability to ensure the supply of mineral
resources by raising the input into the geological survey and evaluation as well as mineral resources exploration. Although the
development of mineral resources was intensified continuously, the reserves & resources of major minerals increased significantly.
That supply capacity of mineral products has been improved with increasing mining exploitation has given strong support for the
sustained, rapid and healthy development of economy and society. China has strengthened the supervision of exploration and
exploitation order of mineral resources. In China, it is the management system, laws and regulations system of mineral resources with
Chinese characteristics that has basically formed, which is fit to the socialist market economy. China promotes actively the
comprehensive utilization of mineral resources and the implementation of high priority to conservation strategies in order to
continuously improve the level of utilization and efficiency of mineral resource. To promote the coordinate development between
mineral exploitation and environment, sustainable mining was actively promoted, and the guarantee deposit system of mine
rehabilitation was established, and mine rehabilitation was continuously intensified in China.
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