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Discussion on Characteristics and Problems of State-Level New Area

Chen Dong"?  Kong Weifeng'’
(1 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
2 Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;
3 University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China )

Abstract Since the reform and opening-up of 1978, China has experienced rapid industrialization and urbanization process. The key to
this process is not the rise of new cities, but expansion of existing cities, including transformation and renovation of old urban districts and
development of new urban districts. Among them, the new urban districts are main carrier of urbanization in recent years. The new urban
districts can be classified into different levels according to their functions in national and regional development. Among them, the State-Level
New Area is the highest-level district, usually endowed with national significant project of development, reform, and opening-up. Compared
with the economic and technological development zones, high-tech development district and other new areas, the emergence of State-Level
New Area is relatively late, and is a small number for a long time.By the end of 2014, there is 11 State-Level New Areas established upon
approval of the State Council. Therefore, State-Level New Area is an important regional space which affects national and regional development
but not well known to the public. The geographical scope of other new areas is often limited to a certain administrative boundary, but the State-
Level New Area can break the administrative boundaries, and across multiple administrative regions; other new areas are often relying on the
old city in the same administrative region, while the State-Level New Area can choose the area of its development in a wider region. Although
it can break through the restriction of administrative boundaries, the location choice of the State-Level New Area is not random and disorderly.
Compared to other new areas, the function and development model of State-Level New Area have a higher demand. About the function, it
emphasizes the function and the role of State-Level New Area in the major development strategies of country and regional. About the model,
it pays attention to the exemplary and leading role of development experience of State-Level New Area on other areas.The three development

stages of in 1992-2009, in 2010-2013, and after 2014 were divided. Among them, the first phase only approved the establishment of 2 State-
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Level New Area, it had the fewest number, but the best development conditions, which had the most significant leading role for national and
regional development. In the second stage, the number of State-Level New Area was increased for 4. In the third stage, the approved new
areas had the largest number and the heaviest density.The real evidence analyzed the important strategic function, wide regional area, good
development conditions, obvious regional differentiation, and other characteristics of the present status. The 11 State-Level New Area are
located in the national optimization development zone and key development zone, which is located in a principle axis of “two vertical and
three horizontal” in the territorial development. The land area of State-Level New Area is significantly greater than development zone, and the
area of largest State-Level New Area (Dalian Jinpu New District) is 2299 square kilometers, which is almost the sum of all kinds of national
development area. The construction of State-Level New Area usually relies on municipalities directly under the central government or the
provincial capital city. There are significant differences in the development level, the maximum value of population and GDP are respectively
36.1 times and 91.3 times of the minimum.Based on the State-Level New Area Development Report 2015 entrusted by National Development
and Reform Commission, this paper first theoretically analyses both common and unique characteristics of State-Level New Area’s space,
function, and pattern.Second, this paper empirically analyses State-Level New Area’s three evolutionary processes and its basic characteristics
as important strategic function, wide regional area, favorable development conditions, and remarkable regional differentiation. Furthermore, this
paper investigates several issues from unclear functional understanding, unreasonable space layout, not new developmental pattern, and raises
several policy suggestions on layout optimization, development promotion of State-Level New Area.

Keywords State-Level New Area, stage, characteristics, problem
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