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*This cause of exploration and discovery is
not an option we choose;

It is 2 desire wrifton in the human heart.”

Discussions on Retrospect and Development of Space Materials Science
Cao Zexian
(Institute of Physics, CAS, 100080 Beijing)

Space materials science research is one of the most valuable human space explorations. In the past three
decades, great progresses have been made in this direction, yet there are much to be learned from both the
achievements and frustrations. With the availability of more research opportunities and the participation of more
space countries, a new breakthrough in the space materials science is expected in the next twenty years. To
remain a competent space explorer, China needs an insightful and feasible strategic planning for space materials
science research.

Keywords space materials science, space exploration, gravity, ground-based experiment, hardware,
strategic planning
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