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Particularities, Gradual Patterns and Countermeasures of New—type Urbanization in Tibet, China
Fang Chuanglin Li Guangdong
(Institute of Geographical Science and Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)
Abstract New-type urbanization of the Tibet Autonomous Region is the only route through which building a comprehensive
well-off society must be passed with the Chinese people. Compared with inland, the development of new-type urbanization in
Tibet, however, has its own characteristics including unique natural background, particular developing feature, special develop-
mental stage, especial development momentum, and specific development pattern. Considering these particularities, we put for-
ward some new ideas on the development strategies of new-type urbanization in Tibet. Focusing on Tibet’ s features to reach a
well-advised speed of urbanization, we suggest that the urbanization level of Tibet should be less than 30 percent by 2020, and
35 percent by 2030. To build a new pattern, we must take the scientific development concept as the instruction, understand pub-
lic mind, and respect public opinions to organize a centralized or decentralized spatial distribution pattern of new-type urbaniza-
tion linked to regional suitability. In view of the significance of employment and household registration, we recommend that it
should be encouraged to herd in countryside, live in towns, settle down in the neighborhood regions, and work locally using the
idea of new-type urbanization to highlight the characteristics of Tibet, to reveal the folk custom, to carry forward the traditional
culture, and to implement related reforms on the ground. The specific objective of new-type urbanization of Tibet is improving
urbanization development into the medium-term stage, and remaining a stable medium-term stage. We propose that an incre-
mental urbanization pattern through transferring from agro-pastoralists to towns folks locally and treating small towns as the
dominant form of urbanization, an appropriate path for Tibet. A standardized farmers and herdsmen community can be used to
promote population aggregation and to boost a gradual urbanization. In addition, it is very meaningful to try a share-holding co-
operation mechanism to turn farmers and herdsmen into shareholders, and to encourage initiatives in autonomous modes of pro-
gressive urbanization. The special spatial pattern according with new-type urbanization development of Tibet characteristics is
upside down T-shaped “stronghold type” spatial distribution with “one agglomeration, three axes, multiple nodes ”, that is, to
develop mainly “one agglomeration” (Tibet-Ze Dang characteristic city agglomeration), to construct successfully “three axes”
(east axis in middle and lower reaches of the Niyang river of eastern Tibet, west axis in upper and middle reaches of the Yar-
lung Zangbo river of western Tibet, and north axis along Qinghai-Tibet railway of northern Tibet) , and to cultivate firmly “mul-
tiple nodes” (nodes of eastern Tibet, northern Tibet, western Tibet, as well as city nodes along the border). The countermea-
sures and suggestions to speed up the new-type urbanization development in Tibet are as follow. Firstly, promoting the develop-
ment of new-type urbanization in Tibet actively and reliably driven more by innovation in sciences and technologies, so we can
carry out critical technology research and application of new-type urbanization development in Tibet from “rejuvenate Tibet
through science and technology ” perspectives, and start to draw up “The national science and technology assistance to Tibet
implementation planning (2015-2020) ”. Secondly, focusing on the development of those special advantageous industries that

have the strengths of integrating industry with city development provides industry support for the development of new-type ur-
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banization in Tibet. Thirdly, getting through the connectivity of internal and external strategic channels
achieves the transportation support for the new-type urbanization development in Tibet. Fourthly, expanding
clean and renewable energies vigorously seeks energy support for the development of new-type urbanization in
Tibet. Finally, we need to establish special preferential policies such as further strengthen the counterpart sup-
port and point-to-point pair system of the new-type urbanization development in Tibet, and to continuously car-
ry out the adjustment of administrative divisions (replace county and prefecture administrative units with dis-
tricts and cities) from the strategic height of our national frontier security.

Keywords new-type urbanization, particularity, development strategy, gradual pattern, countermeasures and

suggestions, the Tibet Autonomous Region

FOIME A KR T H 8 AR AT 5 I F R L E 8 2AE, PAHR LIRS 5
RATATI R, W5, KR53 AR BT 58 P s AL, B FRIR T 5 KIRHLR]IF 5 2 (ISO-
CARP) 4 5 ,RSA(China Division) # 43 F , b B F A2 A LI F L K L& T 45, F
B TAFARLSFHEF, PERBAFHEFSFEZEF, PERTARNFLEEF, P ER
AR DR S GFE RN FHFEF PRAREFSLEFL . £ 2ANFIRTILIE IR L
LW AR EFT MmO RAEHF T, IR TRERZAFEALEFRRAD AR AHARAFFL
AF ERN B F L1008, E % HREAE2036, K R F RIS LL 33045, k5K ER#E
B A HFA R B SR Zak TR RAFL F R R Z P B AR A
e A B A HEOR R PRI SR —F 3% ikt P 2 —F 3% E-mail:fang-

cl@igsnrr.ac.cn

Fang Chuanglin, deputy director of Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling of
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) researcher at Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources
Research(IGSNRR ) , Chinese Academy of Sciences(CAS) , PhD supervisor, executive director of the Research
Centre for Regional and Urban Planning and Design(RUPD ) , member of International society for urban and re-
gional planners (ISOCARP), executive director of RSA (China Division) , chair of the Subcommission on Hu-
man Geography, Geographical Society of China (GSC), the executive member of Chinese Society for Urban
Studies (CSUS) , Regional Science Association of China(RSAC) , Urban Planning Society of China (UPSC),
Promotion of urbanization of China (PUC) , and Geographical Society of China, et al. He is a geographer and
his major areas of research are urban geography, urbanization and urban development. He has participated in al-
most 100 key research programs funded by National Social Science Fund and National Natural Science Fund.
He is the editor with 20 works and more than 330 academic theses being published. He has received many
awards, including Young Science of International Geographical Union Outstanding Award, Three Gorges Proj-
ect (TGP) migrants Excellent Achievement of Scientific Research Award, Young Chinese Geographical Sci-
ence Award, Outstanding Achievement Award of Science and Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS) , First Prize of Institute of Chinese Academy of Sciences in Cooperation, First Prize of Xinjiang Science

and Technology Progress. E-mail:fangcl@igsnrr.ac.cn

C4CE AR 305



